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Eugene Kiely, director of FactCheck.org, answers questions on the new initiative with Facebook: 

 

Question: How does this arrangement benefit FactCheck.org? Does FactCheck.org have a financial 

arrangement with Facebook?  

Answer: We have don’t have a financial arrangement with Facebook. So why do it? It’s an extension 

of our mission – which is “to reduce the level of deception and confusion in U.S. politics.” We have 

been writing about bogus political claims that circulate in chain emails and on social media sites for 

years – mostly in Ask FactCheck, a feature we started in December 2007. Ask FactCheck answers 

readers’ questions – many of which deal with stories or memes that readers have seen on Facebook 

or Twitter or claims that have read in an email from a friend or relative. Some recent examples: We 

debunked one bogus story claiming that Pope Francis had endorsed Donald Trump and another 

claiming that President Obama signed an executive order banning the pledge of allegiance.  

Q: How will the initiative with Facebook work? 

A: We will be alerted to suspicious stories circulating on Facebook and we will provide Facebook 
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